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Kia ora tatou 

 

I would like to cele-
brate the work of some 
members of our group, 
who contribute to the 
smooth running, and to 
the achievement of the 
NZNOG.  These are 
the people who spend 

many hours in working to keep NZNOG 
members (and other people in the case of the 
website) informed and involved.   

 

How many hours our editors (Ian and Cara-
Lisa) spend searching for material for the 
journal, putting it together in an attractive 
way, and bringing the work of orchid re-
searchers, past and present, to our notice?  
How many hours Bill spends helping put 
together our new website?  How many hairs 
end up on the floor as Alasdair drafts our 
new constitution?  The financial reporting to 
the Charities Commission that Pam has to 
do?  A very big THANK YOU to all these 
people who have selflessly dedicated their 
time to NZNOG. 

 

This has come from wondering what keeps 
our group going.  I think it is the Journal, 
around which everything turns.  This journal 
will be the last one which Ian is responsible 
for.  He has been the fulcrum around which 
all NZ orchid knowledge has spun ï his 
wealth of knowledge, meticulous research, 
generosity of time and spirit, and especially 
mentoring of others, have meant NZNOJ has 
progressed and grown from the very first 
Newsletter in 1982 to this Journal (J170).  
His careful succession planning has meant 
we now see Cara-Lisa continuing the work.  
In addition, Ian was Convenor (what is now 
termed the Chairperson) for over 30 years. 
What a legacy Ian has left our group!  I am 
very happy that the orchid named in his 
honour, Corybas sanctigeorgianus, is a 
thriving taxon, especially in the Bay of Plen-
ty!  So to Ian, an enormous THANK YOU 

for your work over such a long period of 
time ï you have set such a sound foundation 
for NZNOG for the years to come. 

 

And now it is time to offer you the oppor-
tunity to contribute to NZNOG.  Our com-
mittee has agreed it would be good to have a 
forum to be able to discuss all things orchi-
daceous, and a Facebook group seems to be 
an easy way to facilitate this.  Ideally our 
NZNOG Facebook page would be a private 
page that is visible to the general public who 
are searching around the topic, but posts 
could only be made by members, who are 
approved by the page administrator. 

 

Iôm not sure how to ask for someone or a 
group to set up and administrate such a page 
without sounding like a character in a dysto-
pian novel decrying the lack of young peo-
ple.  However it needs to be said: despite 
being in the first Computer Science class at 
the University of Otago in 1973, I do not 
have the social media savvy to run a Face-
book Group. 

 

So if you fit the following job description, 
please consider carefully whether you could 
further the aims of our group by volunteer-
ing to be NZNOG Facebook Master. 

 

¶ Aged between 15 and 80 AND 

¶ Own or have exclusive access to a com-
puter that is connected to the internet 

¶ Are a Facebook user or have access to a 
Facebook user who can help you 

¶ Have a couple of hours each week to mod-
erate posts 

¶ Want to contribute to the work of The 
Little Red Hen and so reap the reward, 
which is the freshly baked loaf of bread ie 
a lively and informative discussion around 
native orchids. 

 

I would welcome any or all expressions of 
interest for this important role. 

From the Chair: Gael Donaghy 
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Article 
Autumn foray to Paeroa and Te Aroha 

By Alasdair Nicholl 

On Saturday 27 May I met up with Trevor 
Lupton and Brett Payne at Te Aroha with the 
mission to look for Corybas cheesemanii. 

Armed with some possible locations gleaned 
from iNaturalist we headed first to the tracks 
in the Te Aroha Domain but after 30mins we 
gave that away having only seen a couple of 
Acianthus sinclairii. 

So it was then decided to head for the Paeroa 
Water Reserve where there was a greater 
possibility of finding something. 

We headed up the track to the usual location 
for Corybas and it was not long before we 
spotted some and not more than 5 metres 
away was a small colony of Corybas 
ñpygmyò. 

There was about 12 plants in the colony 
contained in an area of about 1 sq metre. The 
leaves were 10mm in width and flowers 
about 10mm high sitting on top of the 
leaves.  

Next stop was the Waiorongomai Valley 
about 5 kms south of Te Aroha where we 
wandered up the lower level track and re-
turned via the middle track. 

We soon were spotting large colonies of 
Pterostylis trullifolia and alobula and then 
we came across a lone Pterostylis banksii. 

We also saw Acianthus sinclairii and  
Drymoanthus adversus. 
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tƘƻǘƻǎ  
!ƭŀǎŘŀƛǊ bƛŎƘƻƭƭ 

 

tƘƻǘƻ .ǊŜǧ tŀȅƴŜǎ 
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The inbox 
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘǊȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ 

L ƘŀŘ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻǊπ
ŎƘƛŘǎ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
{Ǉŀƛƴ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ŀƴŘ aŀȅ ōǳǘ 
ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŬǾŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŘǊȅ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ŜƭǳǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘΦ hŦ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƅƻǿŜǊ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ǎǇƻǘ ŀ 
ŦŜǿ ōŜŜ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ όhǇƘǊȅǎ ŀǇƛŦπ
ŜǊŀύΣ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘŀƭ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ 
ό!ƴŀŎŀƳǇǝǎ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘŀƭƛǎύ ƛƴ 
ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŜƭƭŜōƻǊƛƴŜ 
ό/ŜǇƘŀƭŀƴǘƘŜǊŀ ƭƻƴƎƛŦƻƭƛŀύ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎŎǊǳō ƛƴ tǊƻǾŜƴŎŜτ9ŘΦ  
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